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This is a drop-in virtual event; come

any time you like, and leave when

you like (within the 5:30pm -

8:00pm range).

You'll register through Eventbrite.

Save your Eventbrite confirmation

email as proof of 2.5 PD hours for

TESL Ontario. Check your spam

folder for any confirmation email(s).

This event takes place on Zoom.

When you register on Eventbrite,

you'll also register for Zoom for

conference access. Save your

emails with your details

(passwords, meeting ID, etc.).

Still have questions? Email us at

info@tesltoronto.org and one of our

volunteers will get back to you.

TESL TORONTO'S

5:30 - 
5:45 Opening remarks and AGM

UDL in ESL – Maria Glass
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a framework that challenges
the ‘average learner’ myth and offers ideas on how to handle
‘learner variability'. The framework, however, focuses on content
teaching and learning, which is different from a
second/foreign/additional language teaching and learning context.
In this presentation, we will discuss how the UDL framework can be
adopted in a second/foreign/additional language classroom.

5:50 - 
6:30

LGBTQIA in ESL – Tyson Seburn
Inclusive Materials and Practices so Everyone Belongs – The ability
for young people to earnestly explore their identities is increasing.
Some research indicates around 16% (Gallup, 2020) and others up to
32% (Ditch The Label, 2017) of Generation Z identify as part of the
LGBTQIA community: our current and future learners. In addition, a
large portion of our immigrant learners belong to racialized groups,
who practice English to become more included within their new
society, but often remain excluded by messaging that works to
devalue their identities. In this session, we will explore how important
representation and equity are to belonging in our classroom spaces
by highlighting the key role pedagogical practice and material design
play in this value.

6:30 -
7:10

7:10 -
7:50

Learning inclusivity has gained prominence in recent years, but the
implications and applications for language teachers are often
overlooked. In this session, we will explore the importance of
creating equitable, inclusive and accessible spaces for our learners
while providing clearer guidance on what each of these terms mean
in our everyday practice. Specifically, using Sheridan College as an
exemplar, we will discuss how public institutions have faced the
challenges of disclosure, identified appropriate accommodations
based on functional limitations (rather than diagnoses) and
advocated for accessibility within the institution – ideas and
examples which can be adapted for private settings as well. We'll
provide a case scenario of how classroom educators can identify
potential barriers and adopt practices that benefit all learners,
including those who choose not to self-identify.

Learning Accessibility in ESL – 
Jacinda Frazer & Sarah Sinclair

Giveaways

Maria Glass
Maria Glass is a passionate teacher with 30+ years of experience.
She has taught a variety of college courses in Canada and overseas.
Some of these courses are ESL, EFL, EAP, intercultural
communication, language learning and teaching theories, linguistics,
translation, and pragmatics. Maria holds a Master’s in Applied
Linguistics, a PhD in Linguistics (Pragmatics), and a TESL certificate.
Maria is a full-time instructor and academic coordinator at George
Brown College’s School of English as a Second Language. 

Tyson Seburn
Tyson Seburn (MA EdTech & TESOL, University of
Manchester) is an instructor and academic director at the
University of Toronto, and tutors online for the Trinity
DipTESOL program at Oxford TEFL Barcelona. His current
interests include exploring the application of inclusive and
critical pedagogies to language teaching contexts. These
interests particularly impact curricular work, his role as
Coordinator of the IATEFL Teacher Development Special
Interest Group, and his freelance consulting on training
and policy. He is the author of Academic Reading Circles
(2015) and How to Write Inclusive Materials (2021).

Jacinda Frazer is an Accessible Learning Advisor at Sheridan College
(Mississauga Campus) and has worked in this role for 12 years. She
holds a Master’s degree in Social Work and has completed the
Teachers of Adults Certificate program, Cambrian College. She co-
facilitates Face It, a Sheridan club for students with Autism Spectrum
Disorder which provides a safe space for members to build self
advocacy, social and academic skills. In her free time, she enjoys 
 nature walks with her family.

Sarah Sinclair
Sarah Sinclair, MA, OCELT is a dedicated educator with 15+ years of
post-secondary experience. Sarah began her career as an ESL
instructor and is now a professor of Composition and Literature at
Sheridan where she continues to bring her TESL training into all of her
work. In addition to teaching, Sarah is the Coordinator for General
Education (GenEd) electives and an Educational Development
Consultant. Sarah has a special interest in advocating for accessible
education: as a mother of two young autistic sons, she balances full-
time teaching with caring for her family, who help justify her coffee
"habit" of one too many cups a day. 
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